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A photograph taken by Sean Mills, showing the Stony Brook Post Office

GREETINGS FROM STONY BROOK

The Ward Melville Heritage Organization (WMHO) has been busy this winter developing new and
innovative events and educational programs while maintaining our historic properties to ensure their
longevity for generations to come. We've been doing this all while navigating the global health crisis.
It's no secret that this past year has been like no other. As the Summer is fast approaching, we
anticipate that visitors from all over will be flocking to Stony Brook Village to enjoy the great outdoors,
the WMHO's historic attractions and activities as well as fine shopping and dining. In this issue of the
Eagle you will read about the many programs and events we have developed this past year. From the
"Here for You" Master Classes to the Long Island Sound Connections Program, we have many
community activities happening around town. Last, but not least, in this issue you will have a first look
at some of the incredible restoration work the WMHO has begun this year. We wouldn't be where we
are today without the wisdom and spirit of our founders, Ward and Dorothy Melville. We want you to
know we are committed to facing the ongoing challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic to ensure their
legacy continues to live on. Stay safe and healthy. We hope to see you soon!
DR. RICHARD C. RUGEN
CHAIRMAN

DISCOVERY PONTOON BOAT
CRUISES
June 6 through October 24

UPCOMING
EVENTS

GLORIA D. ROCCHIO
PRESIDENT

HERE FOR YOU MASTER CLASSES

SECRETS OF STONY BROOK WALKING TOURS
July 22 & August 26 at 12:50pm and 2:50pm

Now through June
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STONY BROOK T. BAYLES
MINUSE MILL POND PARK
Thanks to the generous contributions made by
community members and local businesses the
WMHO will now be able to ensure the Stony
Brook T. Bayles Minuse Mill Pond Park is a
beautiful place for generations to come. To
date the organization has raised over $60,000
with 100% of the proceeds supporting the
restoration and maintenance of the park. As
you may remember the damage in the park
from Tropical Storm Isaias was
unprecedented. A total of 23 trees had to be
removed. Yet, it was a true sign of the times to
see people gather there daily (with masks and
social distancing) to enjoy outdoor space
during the pandemic. In fact, despite the
destruction from Isaias, a bride and a groom
stood smiling amongst the broken trees and
branches to have their wedding photographs
taken.

Damage to the SB T. Bayles Minuse Mill Pond Park

DISCOVERY PONTOON
BOAT LAUNCHING
The "Discovery" cruise provides a unique ride
into the WMHO's 88-acre wetlands preserve.
Passengers aboard the pontoon boat depart

The Discovery Pontoon Boat

from Stony Brook Harbor and head into the
wetlands while guided by a naturalist. Witness
terns, blue herons and great egrets, as well as

SB T. Bayles Minuse Mill Pond Park Rendering

The SB T. Bayles Minuse Mill Pond Park
rendering shows the new design with new
access points and pathways along the water's
edge. It also provides greater views of the
pond and wildlife. There are still additional
funds needed for the restoration. If you are
able to make a donation at this time please
click here. We look forward to keeping you
posted on our progress.

ospreys flapping their wings from above.
This private one and a half hour cruise can
accommodate a maximum of 16 people at a
time. The cost is $550. Masks are required to be
worn the entire cruise. Passengers will also be
required to have their temperatures taken
before boarding the boat and fill out a health
screening form upon arrival. Sanitizer will be
available on the boat. Call 631-751-2244 to learn
more or click here for more information on
when the Discovery sets sail.
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OPENING OF THE
STONY BROOK
GRIST MILL (C.1751)
The WMHO is happy to announce the opening
of the Stony Brook Grist Mill (c.1751) this
summer. The Stony Brook Grist Mill (c.1751) is a
fascinating experience for visitors of all ages,

Inside the Stony Brook Grist Mill (c.1751)

The Stony Brook Grist Mill (c.1751)

with its three fully restored floors of waterpowered machinery. More than just a wooden
structure the Stony Brook Grist Mill (c.1751) was
the center of community life in the 18th & 19th
century. Over the years the building has
survived decades of weather conditions, natural
disasters, and wars. By the 1800's a multitude of
owners had acquired the Mill and at one point it
even operated as a winery. By the early 1900's
the mill was a popular destination for
processing corn, barley, and oats. All day

selling grains to customers in 42 states. The
Stony Brook Grist Mill will be open from June
13th to October 24th on Sundays from 1pm4:30pm for guided tours. You don't want to
miss watching the millers demonstrate the
grinding processes. The Country Store will also
be open during that time. Offering jams, jellies,
colonial and outdoor games for kids, duck feed,
Stony Brook Village clothing items, and wildlife
pamphlets. For more information call 631-7512244, or click here.

THE THOMPSON HOUSE
(C.1709) ROOF RESTORATION

The WMHO has been awarded a matching grant
of $30,625.00 from the Robert David Lion
Gardiner Foundation to support the roof
restoration of the Thompson House (c.1709) in
Setauket, New York. (Continue on p.4)

farmers from across Long Island would drive
their trucks up to the front of the Mill to
process their crops. In fact, business was so
abundant it necessitated the building of the
Stony Brook Post Office. The Stony Brook Post
Office became an A-rated Post Office during
this time. The miller had a mail order business

The Thompson House (c.1709)
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(Continued from p. 3) . In addition, $9,848 in
funding for this project was also made possible
through a sponsorship of the Anna Smith
Strong Chapter, National Society Daughters of
the American Revolution. The Thompson House
(c.1709) was home to five generations of
Thompsons. Doctor Thompson, an American
Patriot, Farmer and apothecary, was a
prestigious member of the Setauket community,
who treated many local residents. Members of
George Washington's Culper Spy Ring are listed
in his "Cash Receipt Book," (c.1787), as his
patients.
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including Medicine: Past, Present and Future
where students are given the opportunity to
discover medicine from the 18th through the 21st
Century, through the instruction of medical
students from Stony Brook Medicine. The
program is offered on-site and through distance
learning technology. Interested in learning
more? Contact the WMHO Education
Department at 631-751-2244 or click here to
learn more about their programs.

HOLIDAY MAGIC WILL
RETURN!
You may remember that in our winter
newsletter we mentioned an unfortunate
electrical issue we discovered on Christmas Day.
Annually, the giant Norway Spruce tree located
on the Village Green is decorated with hundreds
of lights and topped with a star. Due to time and

Education program at the Thompson House (c.1709)

New research strongly indicates he played a
pivotal role in defending Long Island against
the British during the Revolutionary War and
indeed may have been a member of George
Washington's Culper Spy Ring. Today the fiveroom saltbox farmhouse is one of the largest
historic houses in the Town of Brookhaven and

weather, the electrical unit experienced a
system wide failure. We’re happy to announce
that the holiday tree will be back to full time
operation this upcoming season thanks to the
WMHO’s Trustee Christopher Richey, owner of
CM Richey Inc. After examining the system they
recommended replacing all of the deteriorated
wiring, conduits, junction boxes, connections

it is listed on the New York State and National
Register of Historic Places. The WMHO offers a

and power outlets associated with the tree. They

number of educational programs at the
Thompson House (c. 1709).

LED lamp technologies to keep operating costs

also engineered the system to work with new
to a minimum. “We’re happy to announce the
work has been completed and we look forward
to many trouble free years of lighting the tree
for all the community to enjoy over many
holiday seasons” said Christopher Richey. We
can’t begin to thank Mr. Richey and his staff
enough for donating their time and supplies to
ensure the beloved tradition of lighting the tree

The current roof at the Thompson House (c.1709)

continues for generations to come.
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SECRETS OF STONY BROOK
VILLAGE WALKING TOURS
This summer, enjoy a leisurely stroll through
beautiful Stony Brook Village while hearing the
never before told stories of the people who

A photo taken by Sean Mills of the Stony Brook Post Office

lived here and the landmarks that make it
unique. Picture this - Its 2:55PM: children smile,
seniors pause, and visitors get their cameras
ready... All of a sudden the massive eagle atop
the Post Office flaps its mechanical wings three
times! The Stony Brook Mechanical Eagle is just
one of the many magnificent things you will see
on the tour. Are you familiar with The Picture
of Dorian Gray? On Main Street you can find a
charming, quaint home that used to belong to
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of Dorian Grey was tucked away in Hatfield's
attic. Rumor has it that Hatfield himself never
seemed to age...Stony Brook's stage and screen
history continues with the story of acclaimed
English Actor Thomas Hadaway. In 1838,
Hadaway, a stage actor having performed on
Broadway for years settled down in Stony Brook
to marry Ruth Hawkins, daughter of Jonas
Hawkins Jr. - the son of Culper Spy Ring
member Jonas Hawkins. At the time he was
working weekly for the P.T. Barnum museum as
a show fixture performing moral dramas. During
this time he also became great friends with the
American Painter, William Sydney Mount

Some of our Walking Tour participants at the Hercules
Pavilion

Eventually the pair went on to form the "Miracle
Circle" with local friends. They would conduct
late night séances while delving into the occult at
Hadaway's house, now known as the Country
House Restaurant. These stories are just some of
the incredible tales you'll hear on the Secrets of
Stony Brook Village Walking Tours. This "inperson activity" is included in the "Here for You"
Master Class series subscription or through
individual ticket purchase. Tickets are $10 per
Painting of Dorian Grey by Painter Ivan Albright

Hollywood Actor Hurd Hatfield. Hatfield is
known for his role as Dorian Gray in the 1945
movie adaptation of Oscar Wilde's 1890 novel
of the same name. For years, an actual portrait

person. Masks will be required and social
distancing will be enforced. Tours are scheduled
for July 22nd and August 26th, with two sessions
each - 12:50pm and 2:50pm. For more
information please call 631-751-2244.
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LONG ISLAND SOUND
CONNECTIONS PROGRAM
A new program has been developed in response
to the COVID-19 crisis - The Long Island Sound
Connections Program (LISCP). This STEM and
conservation program explores the variety of
animal and plant habitats that call the Long
Island Sound their home.

A blue heron in West Meadow Creek

Comparing and contrasting variables including
water quality, turbidity and species across the
Long Island Sound, students discover the range
of the Long Island's Sound biodiversity.
Students learn that every animal and plant
needs a home, and how humans can help make
that possible. The development of this program
was generously sponsored by the Fullwood
Foundation, Teachers Federal Credit Union and
Investors Bank. The LISCP is now booking for
the 2021-2022 school year. The program is 45
minutes and is offered from the Erwin J. Ernst
Marine Conservation Center and through
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SUMMER OF SCIENCE MARINE
BASED EDUCATION PROGRAMS
Did you know that one-third of all species of
birds, all of America's wild ducks and geese,
and 190 species of amphibians need wetlands
to live? According to the United States
Department of Agriculture, threatened species
like the diamondback terrapin, the horseshoe
crab and salt marsh sparrows have habitats in
the wetlands. Many of these animals live at the
WMHO's 88-acre wetlands preserve at West
Meadow Creek. Between July and August,
three sessions of the WMHO's Summer of
Science programs will run. Students will
engage in an open-air outdoors program that
emphasizes hands-on exploration of the
shoreline, lab activities and scavenger hunts to
compare and contrast the habitats they study.
Find out more about the Summer of Science
programs, and other year-round programs by
calling 631-751-2244.
Salt Marsh Explorers, ages 6-9
July 12th - July 16th | 10am-11:30am
Salt Marsh Scientists, ages 13-17
July 26th - July 30th | 10am-1:00pm
Salt Marsh Detectives, ages 10-12
August 9th - August 13th | 10am-11:30am
Salt Marsh Explorers and Detectives
$250 ($225 Early Bird before June 15th)
Salty Marsh Scientists
$275 ($250 Early Bird before June 15th)

distance learning technology. Interested schools
should contact our Education Department at
631-751-2244 for more information.

Salt Marsh Detectives looking at the animals living in the
"intertidal zone"
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The Ward Melville Heritage Organization (WMHO) is a not-for-profit corporation created by
Philanthropist Ward Melville in 1939. The organization owns, manages, preserves, restores
and revitalizes many properties in the Three Village area, including 88 acres of wetlands
preserve. This includes leasing space at a $1.00 a year to like-minded organizations such as
The Jazz Loft, The Long Island Museum and The Three Village Lending Aids for the Sick. The
WMHO offers numerous multidisciplinary educational programs and events year-round.
Board of Trustees: Dr. Richard Rugen, Graham Scaife, James Murdocco, Mary Van Tuyl,
Kathleen Mich, Laura Huang-Ernst, Daniel Rowe, Charles Napoli,
Edward J. Gutleber, Esq., Anna M. Kerekes, Christopher Richey
President: Gloria Rocchio
The Ward Melville Heritage Organization Properties
The Brewster House, c. 1665
The Erwin J. Ernst Marine Conservation Center
The Stony Brook Grist Mill, c. 1751
The Thompson House, c. 1709 Hercules Pavilion
Stony Brook T. Bayles Minuse Mill Pond Park
Educational & Cultural Center
The Ward Melville Heritage Organization
P.O. Box 572
Stony Brook, NY 11790
631-751-2244
www.wmho.org

WMHO.ORG/DONATE

SUPPORT WMHO

631-751-2244

Education Programs $____________________

Name___________________________

Youth Corps $_________________________

Address_________________________

Ernst Marine Conservation Center $__________

City___________________ State_____

General Donation $_____________________
Grist Mill (c.1751) $______________________
Thompson House (c.1709) $________________
Brewster House (c.1665) $_________________

Zip_______ Phone_______________
Please make checks payable to:
WMHO - P.O. Box 572 - Stony Brook, NY 11790
Credit Card #______________________
CVC_____________

Charter Society $_______________________

EXP__________ Billing Zip __________

Master Classes $_______________________

Signature________________________

SB T. Bayles Minuse Mill Pond Park $_________

Accepted Credit Cards: American Express, Visa,
Mastercard, Discover

The WMHO is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization. Your donation is tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.

