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Dear Friend,
We are so grateful to have your support during the challenges of 2022. This past Spring
and Summer, the Ward Melville Heritage Organization was able to bring year-long projects
to fruition, because of donors like you.
You have reminded us of the words of our founder, Ward Melville, from when he unveiled
his plan for the rehabilitation of Stony Brook Village: "The prime reason for such a project
as we are considering, is the beauty of the result."
Here are just a few of the results we achieved together this year: We saved the Stony
Brook Grist Mill (c. 1751) from basement leaks, continued important work providing
educational programs locally and nationally, restored the beloved rooster weathervane atop
the flagpole, organized a lease with the Long Island Music & Entertainment Hall of Fame
(LIMEHOF) to provide them with a permanent home, brought back the Summer Concert
Series, and even created new free experiences such as Pop-Up Saturdays and the Stony
Brook Village Audio Experience.
Read along to see exactly how your support made a difference.
While we are proud of what we made happen so far in 2022, there is still work to be done.
We hope you will continue to support us in the projects that the next few months and
beyond bring.
Dr. Richard Rugen, Chairman
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MUSIC TO OUR EARS

The WMHO is excited to announce that a long-term lease has been signed with The Long Island Music
& Entertainment Hall of Fame (LIMEHOF).
The WMHO's 8,800 square foot Educational and Cultural Center (ECC) will house LIMEHOF's first
physical facility. The space will be home to a permanent “Hall of Fame” with plaques and exhibits
recognizing the over 100 and growing inductees, as well as areas for a library, classrooms for
educational programs, master classes, and a theater. The main exhibit space will contain a rotating
exhibit theme. The first exhibit, “Long Island’s Legendary Club Scene: 1960’s - 1980’s” is currently being
designed by world-renowned visual designer Kevin O’Callaghan.
The official ribbon-cutting and public opening is scheduled to take place November 2022.
To learn more about LIMEHOF, click here.

THE THOMPSON HOUSE (C.1709)
In June of 2021, the historic Thompson House (c. 1709) had its
roof restored to ensure that the 300 year-old building was
structural sound for years to come...
Just two short months later in August, Hurricane Ida brought
a devastating flood, filling the basement with water that
reached the first floor. Steve Kilmeade, owner of SERVPRO of
East Meadow/Westbury and Ronkonkoma was retained to
remediate the Thompson House. SERVPRO repaired the
structural damage from the flood, installed a new heating
system and replaced damaged electric.

Now, the moisture has since attracted wood-damaging
insects that have created holes in the facade.
The Thompson House (c. 1709) has provided programs to
students of all ages since 2008, with themes including
medicine, the American Revolution, and slavery.
Please consider donating to save this special Long Island
landmark. Your donation will go towards replacing the
damaged facade with cedar.
Click here to help.
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THE HERCULES PAVILION PROJECT
Both residents and visitors from
afar have admired the Hercules
Pavilion that houses the statue of
Hercules, and the Polaris
Whaleboat that have guarded
Stony Brook Village and Stony
Brook Harbor since Ward Melville
procured them, over 50 years ago.
Now it is time for us to protect them.

During a storm in June 2021, the rooster
on the weathervane of Stony Brook
Village's village green flagpole fell and
shattered. The rooster is an original
piece of Stony Brook Village’s
rehabilitation by Ward Melville in 1941.
Buddy Simmons, President, Budco
Enterprises Inc. personally attempted to
reconstruct the original rooster, but
there were too many missing pieces. He
located a replica rooster and donated it
to replace the broken one, and attached
it to the original directional and
weathervane base.
Thanks to Budco Enterprises Inc. and
WMHO's generous donors, Olivia and
Harlan Fischer, the rooster has now
been returned to its perch atop of the
flagpole on the village green!

The Hercules Pavilion's treasured landmarks are in need of
restoration. A generous donor has underwritten the
restoration of the Hercules figurehead, but the Polaris
Whaleboat and the fence around both artifacts need our help!
Please consider donating to help us
rehabilitate these "larger than life" relics!

TRAVEL BACK IN TIME
Have you heard of the WMHO's
new FREE self-guided tour of
Stony Brook Village?
Learn about the history of Stony Brook Village, the stories
of the people that resided here and the development of the
village center with this new audio experience.
The audio experience is available by clicking here or can be
accessed by scanning QR codes throughout the village.
10 stops. Free to enjoy.
Additional stories will be added soon!

CONNECTING STUDENTS ACROSS THE LONG ISLAND SOUND
The WMHO hosted its second year of Long Island Sound
Connections (LISC) Summits. This virtual and hands-on
collaborative learning program connects students and
allows them to conduct experiments to better
understand the Long Island watershed. A summit is
held for students of both Long Island and Conneticut to
report on their findings.
Thank you to the Fullwood Foundation, the Frey Family Foundation and Webster Bank who provided
grants that made this program possible and free of cost. Additonally, in collaboration with Geographic
Information Systems Corps (GISCorps), WMHO and the participating classes were able to store, analyze
and display their data in a map that is available nationally to the general public.
We have just received the news that the Fullwood Foundation will fund this program again next year, with
a larger grant to expand LISC to Long Island and Conneticut schools!
To learn more about the Long Island Sound Connection program and to become a particpating school in
the 2023 Long Island Sound Connections program, call (631) 751-2244.
View the StoryMap here.
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BIG WHEEL KEEPS ON TURNING
Did you know that the Stony Brook Grist Mill (c.1751)
is Long Island's most fully complete working mill and
was once the site of Long Island's very first vineyard?
Watch the miller grind grain into flour and learn
about its incredible history!
Tours are given from 1pm-4pm every Sunday NOW
through October. Don't forget to check out the
Country Store! Offering jams, kids items, duck feed,
Stony Brook Village clothing and ornaments and
much more.
For more information call 631-751-2244, or click here.

Thank you to Graham Scaife who created a new journal bearing to ensure that our Grist Mill's water
wheel will remain secure and safe while operating. The new bearings reduce friction, producing a
smoother rotation.
This past February, the WMHO's Stony Brook Grist Mill, a nearly 300 year old building, underwent a
series of procedures to stop water from entering its basement.
Ground water around the foundation of the building had been leaking through the walls due to the
hydraulic pressure from upstream for years. To halt any further damage and repair the structure, the
Vice President of Excav Services, Dylan Governale, was retained.
Excav Services waterproofed the wall below the footing with black mastic against the foundation along
the fiberboards and then protection board and installing drainage at the bottom of the trough, as well as
installing three inches of clay material and fabric and then backfilling it. The interior wall was then
pressure washed to see where the water was coming from and injected in those spots with a compound
to fully stop leakage through the walls.
With your help, we were able to raise funds to keep this Long Island treasure above water!
A special thank you to the Three Village Dads for their generous donation!

DIGITIZING WARD MELVILLE’S LEGACY
This past June, the WMHO digitizatized over 500 records of
Dogwood Hollow and the development of Stony Brook Village
Center in conjunction with the East Hampton Library’s Long
Island Collection.
These records are available to the public free of charge on a
“next generation” interactive platform. The archives can be
found online on the East Hampton Library website.
The research platform was customized for the East
Hampton Library, which is the first public library to
use this kind of digital archives software, called TIND.
TIND is a spinoff of CERN, an intergovernmental
research organization based in Switzerland.
Unlike other archive platforms being used in New
York State, this digital archive is entirely interactive contributor accounts can be created, higher
resolution images can be downloaded and links are
embedded to enable viewers to comment and share
archived items on social media platforms.
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FREE FAMILY FUN
POP-UP SATURDAYS
The WMHO introduces their newest free event in
Stony Brook Village: Pop-Up Saturdays. This
family friendly event takes place Saturdays from
2-4PM in front of Crazy Beans, now through
August 27. Raindate for each is the following
Sunday, same time.
Here's the schedule for the remaining
Pop-Up Saturdays:

AUGUST 20

ADOPTABLE DOGS & MARTIAL ARTS CLASS!

LITTLE SHELTER
(2PM-4PM)
L.I TRADITIONAL TAE KWON DO
(2PM-3PM)

AUGUST 27
CARICURTURE
ARTIST

MARTY
MACALUSO
(2PM TO 4PM)

WMHO is grateful to have this event sponsored by
Edward Jones in honor of their 100th anniversary
throughout 2022!

SUMMER CONCERTS
ON THE VILLAGE GREEN

The WMHO is happy to welcome back the
Summer Concert Series!
These free concerts
take place in front the
Stony Brook Post
Office at 7pm on
Sundays now through
August 21 with
performances from
seven performers!
Here's the schedule for the remainder of the
series:
AUGUST
21

JUST SIXTIES
HITS FROM THE 60S

AUGUST THE SOUND SYMPHONY
28
ORCHESTRAL LIGHT
CLASSICAL SONGS, MOVIE
THEMES & BROADWAY TUNES

Thank you to our generous sponsors:
The Tantillo Auto Group, Chevrolet of
Smithtown, Realty Connect USA,
Team Ardolino, Camco Services of NY, Inc,,
Realty Three LLC and the Long Island Music
& Entertainment Hall of Fame.

To inquire about sponsorship opportunities, call the WMHO's Director of Development at (631) 751-2244

SET SAIL ON THE DISCOVERY WETLANDS CRUISE
The WMHO's Discovery Wetlands Cruise is perfect for all
ages! Bring your friends and family or ride solo for a 90
minute excursion through the WMHO's pristine wetlands
in West Meadow Creek.
A naturalist will narrate your entire experience as you
observe wildlife, learn about the history of the area and
sightsee mansions along the coast!
While the Discovery Cruise does allow walk-ons, making
a reservation is the only way to guarantee your seat.
Reservation pricing:
Ages 7 and up - $40; Ages 3-6 - $30; Ages 2 & under - $7.
Walk-on pricing, cash only:
Ages 7 and up - $45; Ages 3-6 - $35; Ages 2 and under - $10.
Call (631) 751-2244 to make your reservation.
Click here to learn more!

Cruises now
through October 10!
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WMHO YOUTH CORPS SPOTLIGHT

Our WMHO Youth Corps volunteer group provides students aged 12 to 18 with opportunites to build relationships
with other students, develop real life-skills and gain the confidence they need for college and beyond!
Anna P. joined the WMHO
Youth Corp in the spring of
2021.

Sydney R. began her journey with
WMHO when she was just six
years-old.
As a member of the Youth Corps,
she has helped lead WMHO's
effort to raise funds for children
in need during the holidays. She
also assists in designing WMHO's
"Family Escape Room" program at
the historic Brewster House.

As a lover of history, Anna fell
in love with the Stony Brook
Grist Mill (c. 1751) and has
played an integral role in the
organizing and efficiency of the
Country Store inside of the mill.

In the last three years, Sydney has played the role of an
assitant instructor, guiding younger students to learn and
appreciate the wetlands in the annual Summer of Science
program.
Sydney attributes her love of wildlife and marine sciences
to her time with the WMHO. She plans on strudying either
marine or wildilife sciences at Bucknell University or
Cornell University when she goes to college next year.
Sydney's take away from her time in the WMHO Youth
Corps: "I have learned so much, from history to science and
spies to plankton. Being a part of the Youth Corps has not
only helped me discover what I’d like to do with my future,
but has also allowed me to make a real difference in my
community!"

Anna, plans to study law at Cornell University and
attributes her confidence in public speaking to her time at
the Stony Brook Grist Mill. She says her favorite part of
volunteering with the WMHO is that she gets to share the
history of the mill with visitors and the teamwork of all
the volunteers.
Anna's take away from her time in the WMHO Youth
Corps: "It feels good to have repsonsibility, especially at
such a special place. Volunteering here has taught me that
the best way to learn something is to do it!"

KNOW A TEEN INTERESTED IN
HISTORY, SCIENCE AND COMMUNITY?
Call (631) 751-2244 and speak with Kayla to learn
more about volunteer opportunities.

SAVE THE DATES!
WILLIAM SIDNEY MOUNT AND LONG ISLAND'S FREE PEOPLE OF COLOR AT THE BREWSTER HOUSE

Saturday, September 24. Did you know that the Three Villages may be the only community in America
with the world famous hometown artist who painted people of color during the mid-1800s?
Enjoy a presentation by authors of Katherine Kirkpatrick and Vivian Nicholson-Mueller, a tour of the
Brewster House (c. 1665), and booksigning with the authors
Refreshments will be served. Limited seats available, registration required. For more information on this
program and to register, call the WMHO at 631-751-2244.

THE 32ND ANNUAL SCARECROW COMPETITION
Join Ward Melville Heritage Organization’s 32nd Annual
Scarecrow Competition, where scarecrows line the walkways
throughout the village! Create your own scarecrow masterpiece...
Cash prizes for winners in three categories (previous
winner/professional, adult/family, children (under 12).
Registration will be available on our website in late August.
THE 32ND ANNUAL HALLOWEEN FESTIVAL
Monday, October 31st, 2pm to 5pm. FREE Trick-or-Treating
throughout the center at shops. Enjoy children’s games, Monster
Merlin and dancing - wear your best costume! See if you can scare
Monster Merlin and join the Halloween Parade!
FREE to attend.
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Want to expand your network with like-minded people and join a community with a shared passion
for History, Culture, Education, Arts, Environment, and Science?
Join the Ward Melville Heritage Organization's Charter Society and you'll receive:
VIP access to exclusive events year-round
Subscription to the Eagle Newsletter
10% discount card for purchases at the Country
Store at the Stony Brook Grist Mill (c. 1751)

FREE admission to the Grist Mill (c.1751)
Invitations to previews of new programs
A Charter Society Club Card

Charter society memberships are annual - they donate $1 for every year the WMHO has existed since 1939.
To learn more about the Charter society and to become a member, click here.
The Ward Melville Heritage Organization is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation founded in
1939 by businessman and philanthropist Ward Melville. Inspired by his legacy to preserve
historic and environmentally sensitive properties, the WMHO continues to protect and
interpret these Long Island treasures. The organization owns and manages properties deeded
to it by Ward Melville and creates interdisciplinary educational and cultural experiences that
integrate history, art, theater, music, science, and technology for all ages.
Board of Trustees: Dr. Richard Rugen, Graham Scaife, James Murdocco, Mary Van Tuyl,
Kathleen Mich, Laura Huang-Ernst, Daniel Rowe, Charles Napoli,
Edward J. Gutleber, Esq., Anna M. Kerekes, Christopher Richey
President: Gloria Rocchio
The Ward Melville Heritage Organization Properties:
The Brewster House, c. 1665
The Erwin J. Ernst Marine Conservation Center
The Stony Brook Grist Mill, c. 1751
The Thompson House, c. 1709 Hercules Pavilion
T. Bayles Minuse Mill Pond Park
West Meadow Creek The Upper Pond
The Jennie Melvile Village Green

The Ward Melville Heritage Organization
P.O. Box 572
Stony Brook, NY 11790
631-751-2244
www.wmho.org

WMHO DONATION SLIP
CONTACT INFORMATION

SPECIFY WHERE YOUR DONATION SHOULD BE APPLIED:

Name___________________________

Education Programs $____________________

Address_________________________

Ernst Marine Conservation Center $__________

City___________________ State_____

General Donation $_____________________

Zip_______ Phone_______________
Email________________________________

Grist Mill (c. 1751) $______________________
Thompson House (c. 1709) $________________

HOW TO DONATE
CHECKS - Please make checks payable to:
WMHO - P.O. Box 572 - Stony Brook, NY 11790
*Include this slip when mailing checks*

Hercules Pavillion $_____________________

ONLINE - wmho.org/donate

Youth Corps $_________________________

CREDIT CARD - Please call (631) 751-2244.

Brewster House (c. 1665) $_________________
SB T. Bayles Minuse Mill Pond Park $_________
Charter Society $_______________________

The WMHO is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization. Your donation is tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.

